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-14-year-old Humboldt County youth   
living in foster care

“My CASA makes my life easier.  
I can talk to him about anything.”
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CASA of Humboldt 
believes that every 
child and family 
should have the 
opportunity to live 
life to their fullest 
potential.

CASAs (Court CASAs (Court 
Appointed Special 
Advocates) provide 
mentorship and 
advocacy so all 
children and families 
can live in a safe, 
healthy and secure 
environment.

Dear Friends and Colleagues,
 
   At the end of my first year as Executive Director, I am filled with    At the end of my first year as Executive Director, I am filled with 
gratitude for our dedicated and talented team of volunteer advocates, 
team members, Board of Directors, and our supportive community. 
Without each of you, it would not be possible for us to be a strong 
program!
  This last year has been a busy one!  Our volunteer advocates are   This last year has been a busy one!  Our volunteer advocates are 
sworn officers of the court appointed to advocate for the child's best 
interests in the courtroom and community. In this report, you will see 
the impressive services offered by volunteers and staff on behalf of 
children in Humboldt County.   
  We also focused on strengthening our program’s foundation through   We also focused on strengthening our program’s foundation through 
the completion of the National CASA Self-Assessment, which outlines 
the standards for providing Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) 
services. To keep us grounded in the midst of this large undertaking, 
we focused on our purpose— why did we choose to do this work?  
   For me, our purpose can be summarized in one word…. HOPE. One    For me, our purpose can be summarized in one word…. HOPE. One 
of the most powerful gifts we can offer to children and families is hope 
for the future— a future that will be different than experiences of the 
past and one that is filled with potential. When we spend time caring 
for children and families, they learn that they are worthy of a bright 
future. They will believe that they can set and achieve goals that will 
allow them to live their best life. Hope can be life changing.
    CASA of Humboldt is looking to the future! Right now, there are     CASA of Humboldt is looking to the future! Right now, there are 
many more children in our community who could benefit from having a 
volunteer advocate by their side.  CASA of Humboldt aims to connect 
100% of children in foster care with an advocate who helps to meet 
their needs!
   With your support and partnership, CASA of Humboldt is bound to    With your support and partnership, CASA of Humboldt is bound to 
meet this ambitious goal and many more! As always, we welcome your 
thoughts, ideas, and participation! Stay safe and stay healthy!

Warm Regards,
Jeanne Gordon
Jeanne Gordon
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CASA volunteers are legally appointed by a judge to their CASA child and spend 10-12 hours per 
month working on behalf of their CASA child. They spend quality time doing fun activities with a 
child and they advocate for a child’s best interests and needs.

At CASA of Humboldt, the work we do is very important; however, how we do our work is equally 
important. We value collaboration, adaptability, respect, and equity. This is important since our 
team works with people from diverse backgrounds who have different and special roles in a 
child’s life. We value and honor all points of view. 

CASA of 
Humboldt

Since our inception in 1991, CASA of Humboldt has utilized a volunteer- 
based model of service delivery using Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASAs) to provide mentorship and advocacy to children 
involved with the Humboldt County dependency system (foster care). 
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Safety
A Forever Home

Well-Being

Court Appointed Special 
Advocates help children navigate 

the foster care system.

5 Key Actions 
of a CASA 

Speak up 
for the best interest of a child

Build Resiliency
and reduce the impact of 

Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), 
by providing support and stability

ListenListen
to what a child says about their 

education, mental and physical health,
 and home environment

Share
the needs of the child with other
caregivers and the court

Take ActionTake Action
to ensure the safety and well-being 
of the child, now and in the future

THREE KEY OUTCOMES
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Children under the age of six represent approximately 54% of the referrals 
received by CASA of Humboldt. Despite this, many volunteer advocates 
request to be matched with older children. Having a CASA volunteer is 
critical for young children—early intervention makes a difference!

A CHILD’S 
STORY

 “Lucy” entered foster care at age two months after a history of in-utero exposure to drugs, parental 
mental health needs, and domestic violence in her family. When Lucy entered foster care, she had 
difficulty eating, was not gaining weight, and wasn’t meeting developmental milestones.  

“Jane”, a CASA volunteer, was matched with Lucy and immediately helped connect Lucy to the “Jane”, a CASA volunteer, was matched with Lucy and immediately helped connect Lucy to the 
medical care and early intervention services she needed. She made sure that Lucy’s birth family and 
her care providers understood Lucy’s diagnoses and provided them support in knowing how to take 
care of Lucy in a way that best met her needs. They worked together as a team along with Lucy’s 
social worker and childcare provider to monitor Lucy’s progress to make sure she gained weight and 
started to meet her developmental milestones.  

As the case plan with child welfare services changed over time, Jane was sensitive to the needs of As the case plan with child welfare services changed over time, Jane was sensitive to the needs of 
Lucy’s birth family. She offered encouragement and support while fiercely advocating for Lucy’s best 
interest. Jane also made sure that Lucy’s birth family understood the items in the case plan and knew 
how to contact the social worker when there were questions.  

While Lucy will have life-long medical needs, her future is bright. Lucy is a happy girl who is growing While Lucy will have life-long medical needs, her future is bright. Lucy is a happy girl who is growing 
and learning! Her birth family and care providers love her and visit with each other regularly. Through 
the support of the CASA advocate, Lucy is connected to services that will help her on the path of living 
her best life!
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AGES OF CHILDREN SERVED:

28.3%    Birth to 5 years

24.5%   6 to 10 years 

34.0%   11 to 15 years

13.2%   16 to 19 years

CASA by the 
Numbers

399
53

CHILDREN SERVED
IN HUMBOLDT COUNTY:

1,676
HOURS OF ADVOCACY EFFORTS:

41
ACTIVE CASA VOLUNTEERS 
IN HUMBOLDT COUNTY:

Receive needed services
in a timely manner

Be enrolled in an appropriate 
educational setting

Participate in
extracurricular activities

Have long-term connectionsHave long-term connections
to siblings, relatives or other 

support people

Be on track to graduate
high school on time

Enroll in post-secondary education

ACCORDING TO CHILDREN’S 
ATTORNEYS AND SOCIAL WORKERS,  
CHILDREN AND YOUTH WITH A CASA 
VOLUNTEER ARE MORE LIKELY TO:
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Team 
Work

Strong partnership between a CASA Volunteer and Case Supervisor is 
essential to being able to provide high quality services to children and families. 
Together, they ensure that a child’s needs are met and that court reports are 
submitted at each hearing. 

Case Supervisors provide all new volunteer advocates with 30 hours of initial training and that’s 
just the start! Once matched with a child, the Case Supervisor provides regular contact with the 
CASA volunteer and monthly case supervision to answer questions, offer ideas, create an 
advocacy plan, and ensure the needs of a child and family are captured in a report given to the 
judge. 

We appreciate all that our Volunteer Advocates do on behalf of children! Sometimes, they are not We appreciate all that our Volunteer Advocates do on behalf of children! Sometimes, they are not 
able to attend meetings with a child’s care team or attend a court hearing. Our Case Supervisors 
serve a back-up and make sure a child is always represented by CASA of Humboldt! 
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When children enter foster care, When children enter foster care, 
many of their routines are often 
interrupted, including their 
attendance at school. Starting over 
at a new school impacts a child’s 
social relationships with classmates 
as well as their progress learning. 
Research shows that children in 
foster care are less likely to graduate 
high school. 

CASA of Humboldt understands the CASA of Humboldt understands the 
importance of education for children 
in foster care. In the last year, our 
volunteer advocates and staff 
collaborated with teachers, 
contributed to the review of 
children’s Individualized Education 
Plans, or even became educational 
rights holders for the children served 
by CASA of Humboldt. By providing 
a consistent and caring educational 
support, volunteer advocates can 
make a difference in a child’s future. 
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Educational 
Advocacy Volunteer Advocates

In the month of June, here is how volunteer 
advocates spent their time working on 
behalf of children in foster care:

6% reporting to the court

80% mentoring their CASA child

14% advocating with a 
child’s care team

CASA Volunteers serve as the eyes and ears 
for the court and represent the voice of 
children in foster care in Humboldt County. 
This year, volunteer advocates completed 
552 advocacy activities with their CASA child 
and volunteered a total of 1,676 hours. 
CASA Volunteers spend most of their time mentoring 
their CASA child— developing a relationship, playing, 
and doing fun activities in the community.  This is 
important because when a child knows that someone 
cares, they feel supported and worthy of a bright 
future. This is also important because a volunteer 
must understand a child’s development, 
environment, and well-being to prepare a court 
report that captures the unique needs and wishes of 
their CASA child. 

The time spent together helps them to identify the The time spent together helps them to identify the 
needs of a child and family, as well as resources that 
can be included in reports to the court and the child’s 
care team. The advocacy that CASA Volunteers 
provide helps to build resiliency of both the child and 
the family that can last a lifetime. 



Case Supervisors provide support to volunteer advocates 
during monthly supervision meetings with the following:

• Make recommendations for ways to address the needs 
   of children and their families

• Share guidance on how to work with other members of
   the child’s care team 

• Prepare for meetings with the child’s care team• Prepare for meetings with the child’s care team

Advocating for children is a 
big job that can’t be done 
by a single volunteer! 

Case
Supervisors 
In the month of June, this is how Case 
Supervisors spent their time working on 
behalf of children in foster care:

21% meeting with volunteer advocates

44% advocating with the care team

35% reporting to the courts

CASA of Humboldt’s Case 
Supervisors have experience 
working with children and 
extensive training on the child 
welfare system. This allows them to 
provide important support to a 
child’s case around writing court 
reports and coordinating with 
members of the child’s care team. If 
for some reason a volunteer is not 
able to attend a hearing or meeting, 
then the Case Supervisor attends 
on their behalf.  With this support, 
volunteer advocates can prioritize 
spending time with their CASA 
children— mentorship from children— mentorship from 
volunteer advocates is essential! 
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CASA of Humboldt is committed to racial and cultural equity, and anti-racism. 
Over the next year, we will be identifying ways our team can promote equity 
for children and families of color who are in the child welfare system.  

Diversity, 
Equity, and 
Inclusion

Research has shown that children of color are over-represented in the child welfare system. 
This trend is also seen in Humboldt County. For example, data for our community shows that 
29% of children in foster care are Native American while they only make up approximately 
6% of the county’s population. 

Through our advocacy efforts, CASA of Humboldt has an opportunity to honor and respect Through our advocacy efforts, CASA of Humboldt has an opportunity to honor and respect 
the unique racial and cultural needs of children and families we serve by working to match 
children with volunteer advocates who can provide culturally relevant support and offer an 
important sense of community to children who have been removed from their homes. We can 
also advocate to ensure that the cultural practices and preferences of children and families 
are intentionally integrated in their routine and plans. 
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Culture is Key to Community

CASA of Humboldt celebrates the cultural CASA of Humboldt celebrates the cultural 
diversity of our region! We understand that it is 
important to match children with advocates who 
have common experiences and perspectives. 
Children feel heard and supported when they 
have volunteers who can genuinely understand 
what it is like to be them.  Our team is committed 
to working with our community to increase the 
representation of different races within our team 
of volunteer advocates and staff. 

White 38.3%

American Indian or Alaska Native 2.6%

White 76.8%

Two or more races 10.3%

Race of Children served 
at CASA of Humboldt

Unknown 27.7%

Race of Volunteers
at CASA of Humboldt

American Indian or Alaska Native 23.4%

Two or more races 10.6%

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 10.3%

There are more than eleven Native American 
rancherias and tribes within Humboldt County. 
Nearly one quarter of the children served by 
CASA of Humboldt are Native American. It is 
important that we improve the cultural match of 
our volunteers to children we serve who are 
Native American. 

50% Male

50% Female

Children in Foster Care

Volunteer Advocates

79.49% Female

20.51 % Male

All children in foster care can benefit All children in foster care can benefit 
from having a reliable and healthy 
adult role model! Even more, we 
know the importance of children, 
especially boys, having a positive 
male role model. While 50% of the 
children in foster care in Humboldt 
County are male, only 20% of CASA 
of Humboldt’s volunteers are male. 
Our goal is to increase the number 
of male volunteer advocates to 
better meet the needs of children in 
our program. Our teens are asking 
for male mentorship and we want to 
provide that! provide that! 
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How can 
you help?

• Volunteer to become a caring, stable adult 
in the life of a child who has experienced 
abuse or neglect. Our staff will train and 
support you every step of the way!

• Change a Child’s Story. Your investment 
goes directly to recruiting, training, and 
supporting volunteer advocates.

• • Follow us on social media or join our 
mailing list. We’ll share other ways you can 
be a part of the CASA team!
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There are many ways 
to get involved!  

Here is how you can 
help make a difference 
in the life of a child:

THE NEED

PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN 
WHO HAVE A CASA

14%
In Humboldt County, there were 
399 children in foster care last year. 
Every single child can benefit from 
having a consistent and caring 
volunteer to provide mentorship 
and advocacy. CASA of Humboldt is 
committed to offering a CASA 
volunteer to every child who enters 
foster care! To achieve this goal, we 
need more volunteer advocates 
and paid case supervisors who can 
provide training and support to our 
volunteers. 



Statement of Audited Financials

FY 2020-2021
$248,225
$437,312
$848,994
$1,534,531

$21,122
$1,472,136$1,472,136
$41,273

$1,534,531

FY2021-2022
$213,506
$431,268
$754,954
$1,399,728

$29,581
$1,367,766$1,367,766
$2,381

$1,399,728

Assets
Current assets
Property and equipment
Investments and other
Total Assets

Liability and Net Assets
Current liabilitiesCurrent liabilities
Net assets without donor restrictions
Net assets with donor restrictions
Total Liabilities and Net Assets

Statement of Financial Position

Financial Summary
Fiscal Year 2021-2022

Revenues
Grants and awards
Fundraising and donations
Miscellaneous income
Investment income/(loss)
Forgiveness of debt income
Net assets released from restrictionNet assets released from restriction
Total Revenue

Expenses
Program services
Management and general
Fundraising
Total Expenses

Net Assets at the Beginning of YearNet Assets at the Beginning of Year
Net Assets at Year End

FY 2020-2021
$4,693
$317,747
$3,625
$183,858
$43,800
$133,918$133,918
$687,641

$224,781
$86,571
$127,403
$438,756

$1,223,251
$1,472,136$1,472,136

FY 2021-2022
$210,208
$272,892
$2,071

($142,439)
-

$41,392$41,392
$384,124

$252,389
$101,620
$134,485
$488,494

$1,472,136
$1,367,766$1,367,766
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With Gratitude
CASA of Humboldt is a private, nonprofit organization that depends on the generosity and 
tax-deductible donations of individuals, foundations, corporations, and government 
agencies to sustain our operations.  In Fiscal Year 2021-2022, the funders and donors 
below provided the resources that allowed us to provide support and advocacy to children 
in the Humboldt County foster care system who have experienced abuse or neglect.

CHAMPIONS
($25,000 +)
California Office of Emergency Services- VOCA
Judicial Council of California
George and Peggy Schmidbauer
St. Joseph’s Sisters of Orange Health Care Foundation

GUARDIANS
($7,500- $24,999)
Bear River Casino Resort
Coast Central Credit Union
North Coast Co-op Seeds for Change
Sean & Kathryn O’Day
Redwood Capital BankRedwood Capital Bank
Schmidbauer Family Foundation
Thea Stewart (Candy Girl)

DEFENDERS continued
($2,000- $7,499)
O & M Industries
Redwood Burl Inc.
James Sessa
Trinidad Civic Club
Hannah Winans, Trillium Realty GroupHannah Winans, Trillium Realty Group

DEFENDERS
($2,000- $7,499)
Celestine Armenta
California Foundation for Stronger Communities
Sarah Corliss, Forbes and Associates
Dutch Bros
Seth EinterzSeth Einterz
Eureka Floor and Carpet One
Eureka Police Officers Association
Google
Handle It Junk Removal
Humboldt Area Foundation
Humboldt Sponsors
JLF ConstructionJLF Construction
Tyler Kerns
Suzanne Kimmel
Kiwanis of the North Coast
Kramer Investment Corporation
Mercer Fraser Company
Vinit Modi
Mosely Charitable TrustMosely Charitable Trust
Murphy’s Market

PROTECTORS
($1,000- $1,999)
American AgCredit
Anonymous Donor
Bayside Garden Supply
Richard Bruce
John GracyalnyJohn Gracyalny
Green Diamond Resources
Ester Holmes
Humboldt Bar Association
Humboldt County Office of Education
Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office
McCrea Motors
The Mill YardThe Mill Yard
Karen & Tom Miller
Lorraine Miller-Wolf
Murrish’s Hydesville Market
Herb & Sally Pierce
Project Kindness, Sarah Reback & 
   Laurie Newman
Re-Prop FinancialRe-Prop Financial
Rollin Richmond
Debbie and Bob Stuart
Ronald Witt

FRIENDS
($500- $999)
Anonymous Donor
Arcata Cabinet
Beacon of Faith Ministries
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Thank you to all of our 
amazing volunteers!

Board of Directors
FY 21-22
Samantha Day, Chair
Jessica Estes, Vice- Chair
John Gracyalny, Treasurer
Allison Tans, Secretary
Jason BaxterJason Baxter
Madison Goddard
Madison Stefaniuk Didomenicantonio

Staff
Jeanne Gordon, Executive Director
Amber Madrone Anderson, Development Director
Joselyn Lindsey, Operations Coordinator
Krista Mashburn, Case Supervisor
Rebecca Stevens, Case Supervisor

Supporters
($250-$499)
Anita & William Hilfiker
Humboldt Association of Realtors
Humboldt Homebrewers
Humboldt Masonic Lodge No. 79
Humboldt Moving and StorageHumboldt Moving and Storage
Indianola Storage
Dr. Dennis Knoernschild
Eve LaValley
Franklin Marshall
Ken Miller
Bonnie & Dale  Oliver
Pacific Gas and ElectricPacific Gas and Electric
Parthenon Construction 
Nancy & Don Quintrell
R & P Properties
Ramone's Bakery & Cafe
Mary Rippetoe
Nancy Saemmer
Colette SantscheColette Santsche
Sherman  Schapiro
Scrapper's Edge
Simple Vision 
Richard & Judy Sloma
Theatta & Phillip Smith
Stillwater Sciences: Arcata Branch
Colleen TosteColleen Toste
Heather Vina, State Farm Insurance
Mary Willcutt

Supporters
($250-$499)
Kristen Blake
Karen Billmire
Pandora Boling
Building & Construction Trades Council 
      of  Humboldt & Del Norte      of  Humboldt & Del Norte
Craig Carignan
Amber Chisum
Teresa Clark
Mary Coakley
Marcus De La O
Steven Durham
Gill’s by the BayGill’s by the Bay
Bill Greenwood
Dana Gregg
H.E. Pierson Co.

FRIENDS
($500- $999)
Beth Brown
Tammy & Ron Brown
Nicole Chase
Donn & Judy Cole
Gene & Diane EklundGene & Diane Eklund
Brittany Erez
Fin & Feather Pet Shop
William & Bernardine Hansell
Honorable Joyce Hinrichs
Susan Holt
Humboldt Grassfed Beef
Humboldt Redwood CompanyHumboldt Redwood Company
Jamie Lancaster
Mad River Lumber
Joyce Manion
David & Christina Martinek
Emily May
McKay’s Collision Repair
Cindy McWhorterCindy McWhorter
Myrtle Liquors & John’s Fine Cigars
Linda & Brett Rasmussen
Gayle Raymer
Sheri Rodriquez
Fereidoon Sohrabian
Allison Tans
Anya TaylorAnya Taylor
Tina & Mark Wahlund
Wilberries Marketplace 
Thomas Williams
David & Sharon Winnett

*  Donors between July 1, 2021 and October 1, 2022
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This beautiful landscaping project was 
donated by Lawn Care Plus

Welcoming donors to an evening of 
gratitude at Septentrio Winery

Candy Girl’s passion is contagious as she raises 
funds for CASA during Super Kid Season

Eureka Police Department's Super Kid Season team, 
supporting local youth

Executive Director, Jeanne Gordon, accepting the Coast 
Central Credit Union Big Impact Sponsorship

New advocates being sworn in by the Honorable Judge Hinricks
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CASA of Humboldt
2356 Myrtle Ave
Eureka, CA 95501
(707) 443-3197
humboldtcasa.org

We want to take a moment to acknowledge that CASA of Humboldt is located on the 
traditional land of the Wiyot peoples who have stewarded this land for many centuries. We 
acknowledge how this history impacts who we are right now, and where we are right now. 

CASA of Humboldt is a member of the National CASA/ GAL Association and the 
California CASA Association.
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